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Impacts of NAFTA/USMCA on Canadian Agriculture
Agriculture is an essential economic activity in Canada. The economy of Canada depends on the foreign exchange earned from selling agricultural products. Canadians also depend on agriculture as a source of income. Agriculture in Canada serves as a source of employment and food. The development and advancement of agriculture in Canada depends on treaties such as NAFTA and USMCA. The treaties enhance agriculture in Canada by lifting trade barriers among the countries in the agreement. However, the agreements had some negative impacts on the agriculture sector of Canada. 
	The North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) is a trade treaty between Canada, Mexico, and the United States. In this treaty, the three countries agreed to allow trade in North America by lifting the trade barriers and reducing tax on agricultural implements. NAFTA treaty agreement also involves the omission of tariffs on exports and imports circulating within the three countries. According to economic analysis in Canada, NAFTA improved the North American countries’ economy and the living standard of the citizens. However, the treaty was a threat to small traders in the industries due to stiff competition. Canada as a country benefited from NAFTA in the following ways. First, NAFTA offered a significant market of Canadian agricultural products. Nafta treaty allowed free trade between the trade countries involved; thus, Canadians could trade with their agricultural products.
NAFTA expanded the job market in Canada due to increased agricultural services such as fishing, horticulture and forestry that serves as a source of employment to Canadians. NAFTA treaty has boosted Canada’s GDP because Canadian export to the united states alone drastically increased from seventeen billion USD to forty USD. According to Gro Intelligence, since NAFTA became effective, the general export of Canada shoots to an approximate amount of sixty USD from twenty-four USD. The exportation of Canadian agricultural products to Mexico has increased to ninety-five per cent (Tyner & van der Mensbrugghe 2019). Mexico became the second-largest market for canola from Canada since the initialization of the NAFTA treaty. Canada has also become a potential market for agricultural goods from Mexico and the United States.
The United States- Mexico- Canada Agreement treaty (USMCA) is a beneficial agreement between the three North American countries. It mutually benefits farmers, workers, businesses, and ranchers of the three countries—the deal aimed at creating more reciprocal and balanced trade support to grow the North American economy. According to canada.ca, small and medium businesses employ almost ninety per cent of Canada’s private workforce. With the approval of USMCA, the market for small and medium firms expanded, creating more employment opportunities in Canada. The exchange of goods across the united states Canada border increased to two point four billion USD worth of goods and services. The trilateral GDP rose to about twenty-two trillion USD with the approval of the USMCA treaty. USMCA treaty also helped reduce the red tape at the borders of the countries; this enhanced free movement of agricultural implements and products from Canada.
The United States- Mexico- Canada Agreement also reduced the cost of cross-border transactions, thus increasing the agricultural implements importation. USMCA improved the standards of grading agricultural products circulating between the three countries. The GFD of Canada escalated since the approval of USMCA (Devadoss & Luckstead 2020). Under USMCA, the Canadian workers working in Mexico and the United States are protected and have a conducive working environment. Elimination of tariffs reduced the cost of agricultural production in Canada. Besides, tariff cuts accelerated the domestic labor productivity in agriculture, increasing agricultural production. Generally, USMCA has improved Canada’s economy through enhancing agriculture and offering jobs for the citizens.
NAFTA and USMCA treaties had positive impacts on agriculture and the economy of the North American countries. The USMCA and NAFTA agreements aimed at creating more reciprocal and balanced trade support to grow the North American Economy. The agricultural sector in Canada improved due to the creation of markets for farm products in Mexico and the United States. Canadians working in Mexico and the United States were protected against humiliation. The treaties enhanced small and medium business enterprises in Canada, this created fobs for many Canadians. Improvement in the agricultural sector boosted the overall economy of Canada. Canada exports to other countries increased under the NAFTA and USMCA agreements. However, NAFTA and USMCA agreements threatened the small business and small farmers in Canada because they were unable to access international farm inputs. Besides, the north American international markets were inaccessible to small enterprise and farmers in Canada, they were forced get the agricultural inputs expensive from local suppliers. The domestic farmers strived to sale their farm produce cheaply to few available consumers. In general, the trade agreement had more positive impacts than negative impacts on the Canadian agricultural sector.
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